
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF THE 

PLUM CREEK MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

A regular meeting of the Board of The Plum Creek Municipal Authority was held on April 21, 2026, 
at the Plum Creek Municipal Authority Business Office Building, South Manheim Township, 
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. 

Board members present at the meeting were Jerry Weiss, Matt Gruber, Ryan Achenbach, Clayton 
Bubeck, and Mike Flynn Jr. Also, in attendance were Nancy Wesner (PCMA Office), Matthew 
Crump (Precision Operations), Jamie Lorah (SSM Engineering), Mike Strouse (Strouse Bros), 
Durrell Nolt (Renew Source), and property owners Jack Brennan, Joe & Chris Branca, David 
Mengel, Richard Hardy, Brian Magazu, Tom & Terri Saunders, and David Behler. 

Ryan Achenbach called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

The minutes for the March 17, 2026, meeting were accepted by motion of Jerry Weiss, seconded 
by Matt Gruber. The motion passed unanimously, with Clayton Bubeck abstaining.  

The Treasurer's report for March 2026 was reviewed and accepted by motion of Clayton Bubeck, 
seconded by Jerry Weiss, carried by all. 

SEWAGE RATES – Effective April 1, 2026 

• Service Call Fee $150.00 plus an Administrative Fee (the current fee at that time) to be 
charged to a customer for non-compliance that leads to the hauler not being able to 
complete a pump and/or a pump/inspection for whatever reason that involves. The 
determination for non-compliance will be made by the hauler that day.  

• Septic Tank Empty (Pump) & Inspect up to 2,000 gallons - $435.00 Base Rate 
Administrative Fee charged per pump - $40.00   
Anything over 2,000 gallons will be charged .08 cents per gallon, per pump 

• Holding Tank Empty (Pump) up to 2,000 gallons - $435.00 Base Rate 
Administrative Fee charged per pump - $40.00       
Anything over 2,000 gallons will be charged .08 cents per gallon, per pump   
                       

• Holding Tank Test - $200.00 (effective 1/1/26)    

• Additional Sewage Charges: $50.00 per hour additional in excess of 2 hours. $50.00 for every 
additional length of pump hose needed if the distance from the tank to the pumping location is 
over 50 feet. $50.00 for every 10 feet of elevation over the first 10 feet. Pumps performed on 
weekends, holidays, and after regular working hours are charged double the base rate fee and 
the price per gallon overage charge does not change. $50.00 additional if a septic tank has a 
lid inside the riser that must be removed and replaced in order to pump the tank. Pumps called 
in at or after 12:00 NOON on weekdays, if the pumping can’t wait until the next business day, 
will be charged double the base rate fee and the price per gallon overage charge does not 
change. 

Ryan Achenbach asked the haulers if they had any questions or concerns. The haulers would like to 
do an annual review. Nancy (office) will put them on the agenda for December 2026. 

Durrell Nolt (Renew Source) said he has a question regarding pumping’s and service work. Any 
pumping’s that are requested comes solely through Plum Creek.  



  

Durrell Nolt (Renew Source) said we are running into some issues when we go out to do service 
work, for instance we recognize when we get out it needs a baffle replacement, all equipment is 
onsite, could pump it and replace it all in one sitting, but we can’t because scheduling of the pumping 
has to go through Plum Creek. Clayton Bubeck said wouldn’t it be easier when the haulers get a 
service call, check with Nancy (office) and she can look when they are due for the three-year 
inspection. Clayton said we can give the haulers blank inspection forms that they can carry with them 
and if you are there to do a service call, you can say to the customer do you want it inspected now 
because we did the pump out and then your three-year inspection will be from that date. The pumping 
will still be billed through Plum Creek.  

David Behler (owner) at 1950 Wynonah Drive wrote a letter requesting a 6-month extension of the 
holding tank test in expectation of him proceeding to replace the holding tank with a full onsite septic 
system per design by Dave Siminitus. David said they had the tank pumped by Plum Creek and 
inspected at the time of our home inspections by Ryan Reichert of Advantac Inspections at the 
direction of our real estate agent. Nancy (office) said the tank test was not done through Plum Creek. 
David said he has reached out to PENNVEST regarding the loan program, but he is not eligible 
because this is not his primary residence, this is his vacation home. Clayton Bubeck said he is 
checking to see if Senator Argall and Representative Barton can get a waiver on that issue of it has to 
be your primary residence. Ryan Achenbach said David should have Advantac provide the tank test 
report so the Board can evaluate it. David said they are planning to remove the tank and put a new 
one in. Mike Flynn said he suggest we send out a new homeowner packet that includes information 
on when the last pumping was done and when it will be due for the next one. 

Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Matt Gruber, and carried by all, the Board approved 
to allow 1950 Wynonah Drive a six-month extension on needing to get the holding tank tested and 
readdress it at October’s meeting. 

Matthew Crump (Precision Operations) submitted a written manager’s report to the Board prior to 
the meeting: There are no drinking water or wastewater permit violations for the month of March 
2026. Copies of the following information have been submitted by Precision Operations to PA DEP 
on the authority’s behalf – Discharge Monitoring Report and Supplemental Reports. 

In water operations, Matthew Crump (Precision Operations) reported that: 
• Marked, inspected, and responded to PA One Calls, as necessary. Responded to dirty water 

complaints accordingly.  
• Continued operations of “flash filling” storage tanks (utilizing Wells 3 and 6 at the same time 

and shutting off both at the same time when storage is full) in efforts to reduce bubbles/air in 
the system. With lower usage after issuing the voluntary conservation notice, and as 
population decreases within the community for the season, we have been able to run Well 6 
less and we have received significantly less complaints. 

• All Wells were operating to keep up with water consumption due to leakage for the majority 
of March. 

• Completed water meter reads throughout March. Thanks to the office staff’s diligent efforts 
in entering the touchpad locations into the new program, this meter reading event was 
completed significantly smoother that the last quarter. 

• Completed annual Chapter 110 report, DRBC water audit, and the consumer confidence 
report to meet all submission deadlines and allow the office to distribute the CCR with the 
billing cycle.  

• 3/3/26 – Return water service by opening the curb stop at 918 Wynonah. Replaced water 
meter at 1377 Teepee. 

• 3/4/26 – Oversee water service line replacement at 1626 Teepee to repair leak. 
• 3/6/26 – Shut off water service by closing the curb stop at 467 Wynonah. Replaced water 

meter at 417 Wynonah. 



  

• 3/10/26 – Perform service line inspection and oversee water leak repair on White Oak Cove. 
• 3/16/26 – Perform the required quarterly 334 calibration testing on the chlorine meters. 

Attempted to locate property pins on Lonestar Drive and determine whether the tree in 
question for removal was on customer or Authority’s property. 

• 3/17/26 – Oversee water service line replacement at 1920 Wynonah to repair leak. 
• 3/18/26 – Perform service line inspection. 
• 3/28/26 – Responded to emergency callout for no water complaint. Through discussion with 

the homeowner, it was revealed that they shut the curb stop valve on their own to perform 
work inside the home. When they were finished, they could not reopen the curb stop valve 
themselves. No significant damage was found to be done to the curb stop valve and we 
were able to open it after arriving on site. 

• 3/30/26 – Review multiple locations that Bonkovich marked and reported leaks for. For each 
that was necessary, isolated the curb stops and determined whether customer or Authority 
responsibility for repair. 

• All four Wells are currently running in April (1, 3, 6, and 8). 
• Booster Station: Now running using the newly constructed setup. 

Auto dialer needs to be installed and set up yet. 

In sewage operations, Matthew Crump (Precision Operations) reported that: 
• There were 52 pumps done (7 HT and 45 Septic) for the month of March 2026. 
• It was noted that the filter backwash sump was periodically running and pumping water 

“back” to aeration tanks. This shows evidence of some ground water infiltrating into the 
plant. 

Matthew Crump (Precision Ops) said there is currently a water main leak on Sioux Drive. An 
estimate would be 10,000 gallons a day, but it could be more or it could be less. Jamie Lorah 
(SSM) said it is a three-inch pipe. Jamie said the proposal for water main replacement work on 
Sioux Drive it could be 60-90 days till we get the contractor in line and then it is up to them. 
Matthew said so do we pay to have someone come in and dig it up, repair it; to then get 
abandoned and replaced or do we wait it out? Matthew said we can fill the tanks.  

Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Jerry Weiss, and carried by all, the Board approved  
to have Matthew Crump (Precision Ops) talk to contractor Aungst if they assume (not digging it up) 
that they can do it for under $8,000 then to move forward with the repair.  

Matthew Crump (Precision Ops) said he responded to an emergency call out for no water. It was 
found that the homeowner had turned the water off at the curb stop to do some work inside the 
home but then could not get it turned back on. Matthew said this situation brought up the agenda 
item about how the board wanted to handle someone tampering with the curb stops. Nancy (office) 
said in November 2023, the board put into effect the Voluntary Water Turn Off/On Fee of $150. 
Matthew said the board has it that only PCMA personnel are allowed to operate the curb stops and 
that is to protect everybody because then they don’t break the curb stop, etc. Mike Flynn said it is 
also to stop any backflow issues and cross connection issues. Mike said we have the Voluntary 
Fee of $150 but there should be a larger penalty when someone violates the rules and does it 
themselves. Jerry Weiss said there is a 52 Pa. Code § 56.98 for immediate termination for 
unauthorized use, fraud, tampering, or tariff violations. A public utility may immediately terminate 
service. Mike said we are charging a fee for people to follow the rule but not for breaking it.  

An email was received from customer at 2104 Running Deer Drive asking for the Voluntary Turn 
Off/On Fee of $150 to be waived. 



  

Upon motion by Mike Flynn, seconded by Matt Gruber, and carried by all, the Board determined 
that the Voluntary Turn Off/On Fee of $150 cannot be waived for the customer at 2104 Running 
Deer Drive. The costs incurred – it was on a Sunday (Emergency Call Out) - someone had to be 
brought into the area (travel/mileage) on a day off.  

Mike Flynn said if a customer turns the valve at the curb stop - he would count that as an 
emergency.  
  
Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Ryan Achnbach, and carried by all, the Board 
approved to keep the Voluntary Turn Off/On Fee of $150 however if it is an Emergency an 
additional fee of $100 will be charged to the customer. Also, anytime PCMA personnel has to turn a 
curb stop valve because the customer turned the curb stop valve when they were not supposed to 
it will count as an Emergency.  

An email was received from the Lake Wynonah Property Owner’s Association asking to place a 24” 
x 36” permanent sign at the gate at Plum Creek that is located at the bottom of the dam. The sign 
would inform any unauthorized individuals that they are not allowed on the dam unless authorized 
by the Lake Wynonah Board. The POA will pay for the sign and install it on the gate.  
  
Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Mike Flynn, and carried by all, the Board approved 
to allow the Lake Wynonah Property Owners’ Association to install two “24”x36” No Trespassing 
signs. One at the gate at Plum Creek that is located at the bottom of the dam and one at the gate 
behind the truck garage. Per Liz’s (POA) emails dated April 16, 2026, and April 21, 2026.  

In legal matters, Joe Zerbe could not attend the meeting. Nancy (office) said Joe did some work for 
her checking on some parcels at the courthouse to verify how they were purchased.  

Jamie Lorah (SSM) submitted a written monthly engineer’s report to the Board prior to the meeting. 

Act 537 Planning - UPDATE: SSM created and reviewed the septic properties tales for soils and 
slopes and prepared the Act 537 Plan extension letter. SSM also coordinate mapping updates and 
revised map symbology for clarity in Soils and Geology figures, as well as coordination for the 
Present Worth Analysis for all options.  

UPDATE: SSM is requesting Authority assistance for constructing response to PA DEP’s extension 
letter correspondence. 

Jamie Lorah (SSM) said DEP still did not yet give us that extension - they asked for dates / 
timelines. It then caused us to reach out to the attorneys who then reached out to the townships 
attorneys. Our special attorney has suggested that the townships should be answering the 
requested dates / timelines.  

Water System GIS Digitizing – UPDATE: SSM coordinated, prepared, and attended a meeting to 
go over GIS licensing and reviewing quote from ESRI. 

Well Siting Evaluation - UPDATE: Finalized draft figure and Well locations and reviewed fracture 
trace analysis results. Provided new potential Well locations to Authority last month. 

2026 NPDES Permit Renewal – SSM complied the NPDES Renewal packet including 
correspondence for signing of documents as well as final compilation and uploading to OnBase. 
There has been no response to date. 



Jamie Lorah (SSM) said the Sioux Drive and Wynonah Drive Water Main Replacement project, 
she provided a proposal for three tasks. Task 1 – Field and Office Survey, Task 2 – Design and 
Bidding, Task 3 – Construction – Phase.  

  
Jamie Lorah (SSM) said total construction is expected to be at least 180 hours. An allowance has 
been provided for construction observation for a total of 60 hours assuming you might want 
Matthew or his staff to check it. Jamie said the proposal is for approximately 785 linear feet of 4” 
diameter pipe is to be installed on Sioux Drive, and approximately 1,215 linear of 6” diameter pipe 
is to be installed along Wynonah Drive in addition to 40 water service line replacements up to the 
curb stop. 
The proposal is in the amount of $29,800.00. The intention is to get out there and do the survey 
within the next two weeks. When we do the bidding, we do replace it with type K Copper, which is 
your regulation.  

Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Jerry Weiss, and carried by all, the Board approved 
SSM proposal dated April 16, 2026, for the Sioux Drive and Wynonah Drive Water Main 
Replacement for an estimated fee of approximately $29,800.00.  

Clayton Bubeck said he volunteered to go out and speak to the property owners regarding the two 
potential Well sites but has not gotten to do that yet. He will have that done between now and the 
next board meeting.  

Ryan Achenbach said a question came up via email – is there any reason yet to pursue getting 
POA Board approval to even have a test Well performed on the ski slope. Clayton Bubeck said if 
you take a Well that we can put into the right fracture that one Well can about take care of all of our 
daily usage, and he did not see any fractures like that on the ski slope. Clayton said he would 
rather push for the larger producing Wells. Ryan said if the two property owners say no – Clayton 
said then we are back to our only option (ski slope). Ryan said the crossroads we have struggled 
with is could we just get preliminary approval that a test Well – just the infrastructure to test to see 
if it is going to be even producing – can’t we get approval for that – without worrying about all the 
permanent easement, the final production of the Well itself – which it seems to be hitting a gridlock. 
Ryan said the POA Board has wanted all the options to final Well production in use in place. Ryan 
said what has been brought to us by Tom Saunders (POA) before has been a full package wanting 
everything not just to the test Well but to final permanent Well function (Well house, easement 
plans, etc.).  
Clayton Bubeck said we could approve a two-person committee (including Jamie Lorah (SSM) as a 
third) to go to one of the POA’s work sessions and sit down with them and go over what we want to 
do. Clayton said what if the POA needs to get rid of spoil from the dam and they want to put it up at 
the ski slope there could be an issue. Brian Magazu said that is their intention and that is why they 
have been asking specifically where you are going to put this Well.  

Brian Magazu said October 2025 the POA sent PCMA a letter saying we got a hole in the dam 
what happens if we have to drain Lake Wynonah – what does that do to the aquifer. Brian suggests 
that the board look at the letter and have someone do an analysis.  

Jamie Lorah (SSM) said we do have a location and it is posted and we were going to go about 
400-450 feet and a fenced in area of 40’x40’. Jamie said she did answer all the questions in an 
email to Tom Saunders. Ryan Achenbach said what is a favorable timeline if we get out to these 
property owners and they say okay we can do something on the property until we actually get 
anything approved to do a test Well, etc. Jamie said the first step is to get it approved and we have 
to resubmit it and that will take a minimum of two to three months for DEP to do the review. Jamie 
said she thinks it is two years on the Grant funding and they do give extensions. Ryan said we lose 
three – four months and then find out that the site didn’t work out for whatever reason and then we 
have to return to the POA Board which brings me back to the concern until we start negotiating 



with them again can’t we somehow get a tentative approval from the POA Board while we are 
exploring these two sites.  

Upon motion by Ryan Achenbach, seconded by Clayton Bubeck, and carried by all, the Board 
approved to form a two-person committee (Ryan Achenbach and Mike Flynn) to meet with the 
Lake Wynonah’s Board of Directors at a workshop meeting to discuss moving forward with the test 
Well. Also, Jamie Lorah (SSM) will attend.  

  
Clayton Bubeck said when we approach the Property Owners’ Association, he would like to ask if 
Ryan and Mike could request (from our side) some kind of letter from the POA stating that you 
would be willing to remove your holding tanks and go to porta potties.  

Chris Branca said she knows of someone that has a holding tank on Fawn Lake, but from what he 
has been told he can’t move it because it is less than 50 feet from the water. Clayton Bubeck said 
those issues the townships Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO), who are through the townships 
not the authority, would address. Clayton said if we move forward with what we are proposing 
which would be to have the townships draft specific ordinances which that state that upon the sale 
of any of these properties they must bring their property up to current code compliance for onlot 
sewage disposal which would not be holding tanks. We would utilize that to move forward to the 
DEP saying this is our plan to get rid of the holding tanks over time. Clayton suggested the owner 
contact the SEO – Wayne Bowen.  

Jack Brennan said he brought it up to Brian Magazu for lakefront properties if they would somehow 
make an adjustment where you could use a lot across the street because Lake Wynonah is a 
private road – you could put a line underneath it. That would be an alternate site for the septic but 
for holding tanks only – he doesn’t know what the legality of it would be. The homeowner would 
need to buy the lot. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said that would be a DEP thing.  

Jamie Lorah (SSM) said we did get GSI Mapping quotes after Mike Flynn met with our staff on the 
options. The option is to get the creator user annual subscription and a mobile worker user annual 
subscription and the total for those two is $1,466.00 but she is not sure what the material quantity 
of three for $369.00 listed at the bottom of the quote is about. It might be the cost for viewers.  

Upon motion by Mike Flynn, seconded by Jerry Weiss, and carried by all, the Board approved the 
quote from ESRI (Environmental Systems Research Institute) up to $1,900.00 to get access to our 
GIS accounts so we will be able to get into the system ourselves.  

Upon motion by Ryan Achenbach, seconded by Mike Flynn, and carried by all, the Board approved 
to renew the electricity rate for 48 months at a fixed rate of 0.06728 with NRG Business Solutions. 

Nancy (office) said Sheldan took the 2010 Chevy Silverado to Ken’s Tires and it won’t pass 
inspection because of the rotted frame. Jack Brennan said there is a guy at Clauser’s garage that 
can weld a plate on that for a decent price. The board said Nancy should call and get a price to 
have it repaired.  

David Mengel said he received a letter in the mail from American Water Resources regarding 
buying insurance for his water line from the curb stop to the house and has anybody heard of 
them. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said she heard of this coming through the mail but hasn’t heard of 
anybody actually buying the insurance. Clayton Bubeck the reviews on google are complaints 
about claims, delays, and coverage limits. 

Richard Hardy said his water bill went up a $1.00 and he was expecting it to go up more than that. 
Mike Flynn said the base-rate went up $1.00 (to $126.00) and the over-base rate went up $7.00 (to 
$14.00) that was the raise necessary to balance our books moving forward but the overage went 
up more because we are trying to encourage less water usage because our system is having 



trouble keeping up, especially in the summer. Another raise ($140.00 base-rate) was approved for 
next quarter (effective July 1, 2026) and that is going to help fund future infrastructure repairs. 

Joe Branca asked if on meeting nights would it be possible to get the fleet vehicles moved further 
up so there is better parking for people who are attending the meeting. Matthew Crump (Precision 
Ops) said one of the vehicles was removed tonight and then that would only leave one truck. Mike 
Flynn said the truck should be moved up to the garage.  

  

Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Mike Flynn, and carried by all, the Board 
suspended the regular meeting at 8:43 p.m. and convened in Executive Session to discuss 
employee matters. 

Upon motion by Ryan Achenbach, seconded by Mike Flynn, and carried by all, the Board 
reconvened at 9:07 p.m. in regular session. 

Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Jerry Weiss, and carried by all, the Board approved 
to hire an office worker (due to an employee quitting) and approved a bonus of $2,200 for Nancy 
(office). 

There being no further business, Ryan Achenbach motioned for adjournment, Matt Gruber 
seconded the motion, carried by all. Ryan Achenbach adjourned the meeting at 9:08 p.m.  

Meeting minutes were taken, prepared, and submitted by Nancy Wesner. 

 


