
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF THE 

PLUM CREEK MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

A special meeting of the Board of The Plum Creek Municipal Authority was held on March 6, 2026, 
at 3 p.m. at the Plum Creek Municipal Authority Business Office Building, South Manheim 
Township, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. 

Board members present at the meeting were Jerry Weiss, Mike Flynn, and Clayton Bubeck. Also, 
in attendance were Nancy Wesner (PCMA Office) and Jamie Lorah (SSM Engineering) and 
property owner David Mengel. 

Jerry Weiss called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

Clayton Bubeck said he talked to Attorney Scott Gould with McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC 
regarding assisting PCMA with the Act 537 Planning issues. Clayton said you have to have 25% or 
more failing systems to require a sewer system to be installed. Jamie said it is two homes (1%) 
that are supposedly failing and an additional percentage that is suspected failure, but it is mainly 
because they don’t have room for adjacent systems not necessarily because they are failing.  

Clayton Bubeck said he thinks it would be good to have an attorney representing us that would 
advocate on our behalf against some of the things that the gentleman from DEP has pushed 
forward.  
Mike Flynn and Jerry Weiss said they agree.  

Upon motion by Clayton Bubeck, seconded by Mike Flynn, and carried by all, the Board approved 
to retain the law firm of McNees Wallace & Nurick per their February 26, 2026, Engagement Letter. 

Mike Flynn said the brief project description on Act 537 Contact and Environmental Checklist does 
not match his understanding of Plum Creek’s intent. It says the PCMA plans to decommission the 
existing Wastewater Treatment Plant and require Lake Wynonah Property Owner’s to take 
responsibility for their septage hauling. This is a plan that DEP will reject due to the requirements 
of 25 Pa. Code §71.63(b)3 which states a municipality, sewer authority or sewage management 
agency may delegate or contract for the collection and disposal of the contents of the retaining 
tanks except that the ultimate responsibility for the proper collection and disposal of the contents 
shall remain with the municipality, authority, or agency. Mike said he suggest rephrasing the project 
description to match our final plan once we decide what that is. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said that can 
be changed to state that PCMA will still manage that.  

Mike Flynn said on the checklist section B – we should verify that the Municipality Contacts are still 
correct. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said she will check. 

Mike Flynn said the on the checklist the entire Part 2 is not currently filled out and we need the 
page numbers on that. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said we will do that when it is done.  

Mike Flynn said do we have an Environmental Report? It is required if we want to use Clean Water 
State Revolving Loan Fund. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said that fund is a reimbursement for the Act 537 
Plan. We did not apply for one of those. Jamie said PENNVEST is not EPA that is DEP. Jamie said 
we are not going after Federal Funding and it is not being proposed in the Act 537 Plan.  

Mike Flynn said on the checklist document, page 14-2 – it states that the cost-effectiveness 
analysis should be a present-worth (or equivalent uniform annual) cost evaluation of the principle 
alternatives using the interest that is published annually by the Water Resources Council.  



  

Normally, for PENNVEST projects the applicant should select the most cost-effective alternative 
based upon the above analysis. Once the alternative has been selected the user fee estimates 
should be developed based upon interest rates and loan terms of the selected funding method. 
Mike Flynn said he wants to make sure we have conducted this analysis for all the alternatives. 
Jamie Lorah (SSM) said we are not proposing to take out funding at this point. If we are continuing 
with the pump and haul with the outside haulers, which PCMA Office has been managing, we don’t 
need to apply for any loans to continue that process.  

Clayton Bubeck said what is our recommendation and does it meet what has been asked of us by 
the department. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said we evaluated the alternatives (he wanted us to evaluate) 
which is full centralized collection system and the other option is more of a compact portion of the 
collection system which would be sewer Wynonah Drive because then we could potentially take 
care of the majority of the holding tanks. Jamie said he asked us to do the Sewage Needs Analysis 
which was done by AM Septic which was the 180 inspections. We redid the Sewage Alternative 
Analysis, using a different consultant, which was Barry Isett. Jamie said there was another option 
that that was in their report, but SSM did not consider, that was selling the sewer system to another 
entity.  

Clayton Bubeck said the holding tanks are not just around the lake. If we did the proposal that he 
requested which is sewering a loop around Wynonah Drive. We only pick up forty-two of the 
ninety-eight of the holding tanks (essentially half). If we do the loop – realize that everyone within 
150 feet of that must connect. The other thing to think about (looking at the map) is could we put a 
community onlot system here and pick up this group here. Clayton said the Authority or Lake 
Wynonah have no right to force people to remove their holding tanks. The townships and/or the 
Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO) has to do that.  

Jamie Lorah (SSM) said when she recently talked to Scott Novatnak (DEP) he said he has been 
getting a lot of calls recently from people asking what kind of systems they can put in. Jamie said 
he wanted to know how close we were to submitting the plan. Jamie said Scott told her the Ecoflo 
System is only an approved system if it is a replacement system when you don’t have any other 
option.  

Clayton Bubeck said he would propose, from the conversation we are having now, is to put the Act 
537 Plan on hold and we have this discussion with the attorney. Clayton said to put together a 
committee of two (Clayton Bubeck and Mike Flynn), the attorney, Jamie (SSM), and Nancy (office), 
to talk about how we should respond to the DEP, and how we should move forward. Clayton will try 
and get a call scheduled for next week. Clayton asked Jamie to prepare a general bullet list 
summary document for the meeting with the attorney.  

Clayton Bubeck said our preferred alternative moving forward is to continue managing the onlot 
management ordinance, removal of the plant from its NPDES permit, and working on a plan to 
remove as many of the holding tanks within the Lake Wynonah Property Owners’ boundary.  

David Mengel said if it got to the point where you had to build a new treatment plant and you are 
talking about the townships are actually responsible for the holding tanks – could the township say 
only Lake Wynonah has to hook up or could they do the whole township.  

Clayton Bubeck said the township has the ability to mandate residents within the township that are 
within such a distance from a sewer line to connect to it - whether they have a good operating 
system or not.  



David Mengel said the lots that are combined how does DEP count them. Dave said he has five – 
do they count them as one or five. Mike Flynn said the Alternative Analysis from Barry Isett 
assumes that eventually that every single lot here will have a house on it because that is what 
Scott Novatnak asked us to do.  

  

Mike Flynn said there are some lots in the lake that are combined for the purposes of not paying 
extra dues but not combined for tax purposes. If it is one deed number, then they will count it as 
one. Clayton Bubeck said he has three lots and they all have different deed numbers – so that 
would be counted as three. 

Clayton Bubeck said Jamie Lorah (SSM) should hold off on sending the extension letter till we talk 
to the attorney.  

Upon motion by Mike Flynn, seconded by Clayton Bubeck, and carried by all, the Board approved 
that the Extension Letter be sent by March 18, 2026, with no commitments in it, contingent on the 
outcome of the meeting with the lawyer. If the meeting with the lawyer is unable to be scheduled 
before March 18, 2026 – Jamie Lorah (SSM) is approved to send the Extension Letter with no 
commitments in it. 

There being no further business, Clayton Bubeck motioned for adjournment, Mike Flynn seconded 
the motion, carried by all. Jerry Weiss adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m.  

Meeting minutes were taken, prepared, and submitted by Nancy Wesner. 

 


