
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF THE 

PLUM CREEK MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

A regular meeting of the Board of The Plum Creek Municipal Authority was held on October 21, 
2025, at the Lake Wynonah Plum Creek Municipal Authority Business Office Basement Meeting 
Room at 406 Navajo Drive, Auburn, PA 17922, Wayne Township, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. 

Board members present at the meeting were Jim Ridderhoff, Jerry Weiss, Matt Gruber, Ryan 
Achenbach, and Mike Flynn Jr. Also, in attendance were Nancy Wesner (PCMA Office), Joe Zerbe, 
Jamie Lorah (SSM Engineering), Matthew Crump (Precision Operations) and property owners 
Brian Magazu, Monica Riley, Gary Schultz, Sue Brotzman, Donlevy, Tom & Terri Saunders, Mary 
Jane & Bill Collyer, Joe Haggerty, Jack Brennan, Joe & Chris Branca, Hervey Breault, Tony & Mary 
Jane DiCello, Christine Tiver, Alan Gebele, Miriam Andrews, Pauly, and Christian Walters Jr. 

Jim Ridderhoff called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

The minutes for the September 16, 2025, meeting were accepted by motion of Jerry Weiss, 
seconded by Mike Flynn, carried by all.  

The minutes for the October 7, 2025, meeting were accepted by motion of Jerry Weiss, seconded 
by Matt Gruber, carried by all.  
  
The Treasurer's report for August 2025, with a correction on revenues, was reviewed and accepted 
by motion of Mike Flynn, seconded by Jerry Weiss, carried by all. 

The Treasurer's report for September 2025 was reviewed and accepted by motion of Matt Gruber, 
seconded by Jerry Weiss, carried by all. 

Matthew Crump (Precision Operations) submitted a written manager’s report to the Board prior to 
the meeting: There are no drinking water or wastewater permit violations for the month of 
September 2025. Copies of the following information have been submitted by Precision Operations 
to PA DEP on the authority’s behalf – Discharge Monitoring Report and Supplemental Reports. 

In water operations, Matthew Crump (Precision Operations) reported that: 
• Marked, inspected, and responded to PA One Calls, as necessary. 
• Continued operations of “flash filling” storage tanks (utilizing Wells 3 and 6 at the same time 

and shutting off both at the same time when storage is full) in efforts to reduce bubbles/air in 
the system. Complaints have been mounting about bubbles and air effects inside their 
homes. During Bonkovich’s leak detection he informed us that he found signs of large air 
gaps within the water mains in specific areas. 

• Throughout September we responded to customer complaints of air in the water with 
explaining the situation and making house visits. We also received numerous dirty water 
complaints, mixed with a few low-pressure complaints, and we believe some air pockets had 
created some disturbances in the water mains. Attempted to flush nearby hydrants in hopes 
that it would lessen the burden but without much success until we were able to run Well 6 
less. 

• Water meter reads were completed. 
• 9/2/25 – Work on updated lead and copper sample siting plan due to issues with customer 

availability collecting samples. Perform new water line inspection isolate curb stop to check 
for leak, clean out debris to make water main valve accessible for use and exercising. 

• 9/3/25 – Collected all fire extinguishers and brought to office for the annual exam. 

  



• 9/4/25 – Replaced water meter at 352 Pawnee Drive. Performed new water service line 
inspection at 309 Wynonah. 

• 9/22/25 – Distributed door hanger notifications for septic pumps. 
• 9/24/25 – Locate curb stop for new construction at 2144 Montana Drive. Montana Drive is 

specifically an area with a history of difficulty to locate curb stops and this one was as well. 
Notified building contractor that the stop was found and painted for their use. Attempt to 
flush the top ends of the distribution system towards the water tank in an effort to remove 
trapped air in the locations that Bonkovich detailed. There are no hydrants or blow offs at 
the top end and had to attempt to force the water and air down to the closest hydrants. 
Unknown at this time if we were successful. 

• 9/25/25 – Replaced water meter at 1058 Indian Cove. 
• Two Wells are currently running in September (1 and 8). 
• Booster Station: Currently running on a temporary bypass utilizing a new pump. 

9/18/25 – Met with DEP and SSM staff on site at the booster station for a final inspection for 
completed construction. Inspection went very well, all construction completed to spec and 
approved for issuing an operation permit.  

In sewage operations, Matthew Crump (Precision Operations) reported that: 
• Nothing to report. 
• There were 66 pumps done (16 HT and 50 Septic) for the month of September 2025. 
• Performed a holding tank test. 

In legal matters, Joe Zerbe said he got some texts from Mike Flynn regarding legal research on 
some issues. Obviously, some things have happened since the last meeting he attended but he 
would like to catch up with the Board at an appropriate time. Joe said some of the things in Mike’s 
text were regulatory issues and that is not something he is familiar with, and we might want to get 
someone that specializes in those things. Joe said he would appreciate receiving questions by 
email showing that all the board members are copied, not by text, so that way he can see those to 
whom he is answering back. Mike said it was questions that came up from the special public 
meeting on October 7th. Brian Magazu said the LWPOA got preliminary answers to the questions, 
and he will send them to Nancy (office), and then she can distribute them to the board.  

Jamie Lorah (SSM) submitted a written monthly engineer’s report to the Board prior to the meeting. 
Act 537 Planning - UPDATE: A meeting was held with the Authority, Lake Wynonah, and the 
Townships to review options for the revised Act 537 Plan submission that is pending to DEP in the 
Spring. A proposal is being issued from Barry Isett for consideration by the Board in preparation of 
the Act 537 Plan alternatives.  

Jamie Lorah (SSM) said she received a proposal from Barry Isett. They would take the alternatives 
that we already have come up with, as well as add some alternatives, and they would come up 
with an evaluation of those alternatives from a cost perspective in terms of service, the user rates, 
hook-up rates, etc. They would look at the existing pump and haul program, the Centralized 
Sewage Collection System, and the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) to serve the entire 
community, the Centralized Sewage Collection System and the WWTP to serve most of the 
remaining holding tank properties (on Wynonah Drive only). They would come up with costs 
opinions for all of the grinder stations, costs for the pump stations, and a new WWTP which could 
be expanded at a later date. They would also look at construction costs, the tapping fees and look 
at two different grinder pump manufacturers. They will address replacing failing onlot systems with 
an Ecoflo system, or similar system, to determine the viability of the potential replacement systems 
within the development. Where a new system is not possible, the alternative will include the 
installation of a new holding tank which will be added to the existing pump and haul program. They 
will look at the Institutional Evaluation for the selected Alternative(s) and the Implementation 
Schedule and Justification for the Selected Alternative(s).  

  



Jerry Weiss said doesn’t a new Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) have to be located near a 
water source. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said you can definitely put this near a water body or you are 
going to have to pipe it to a water body. So, the preference is near a water body like where you 
have it now but unfortunately that site is expanded. We don’t really have the ability to put it on that 
site right now unless you demo the existing and you wouldn’t have space to then add onto it at a 
later date. It is going to take a larger site to be able to accommodate a wastewater treatment plant 
and be able to serve potentially 400,000 gallons. Jerry said the property goes up along the 
highway – you couldn’t terrace the plant (you wouldn’t need all 400,000 gallons in one plant). 
Jamie said you would need package treatment units and right now your package unit can 
accommodate 32,500 gallons. Jamie said you can terrace but the problem with terracing is you 
need to pump to terrace, and you need everything on the same plane and if not, you are going to 
pump sewage to each of these processing tanks.  

Upon motion by Ryan Achenbach, seconded by Matt Gruber, and carried by all, the Board 
approved the proposal from Barry Isett for the Act 537 Plan Alternatives Cost Analysis up to 
$33,000.00.  

PENNVEST Funding Application - UPDATE: All work has been completed on-site for this project. 
The Certificate of construction was submitted via DEP OnBase. The Operations Permit was 
received this past month for this project as well. The Payment Application No. 1 in the amount of 
$171,900.00 is currently recommended for payment.  

Upon motion by Mike Flynn, seconded by Jerry Weiss, and carried by all, the Board approved the 
Application for Payment No. 1 submitted by Kohl Bros in the amount of $171,900.00 for the 
Booster Pump Station Project.  

Well Siting Evaluation - UPDATE:  The Well siting report and Test Well Drilling Plan was submitted 
to the DEP. A letter response was obtained this past month from DEP accepting the pre-drilling 
plans. Bids were received for the test drilling, and we recommend award to C.S. Garber & Sons, 
Inc. in the amount of $15,046.00 for each Well site, depending on the amount of casing needed 
and the depth of the Well. 

Jamie Lorah (SSM) said there are two sites (near F-Dock & the ski slope site) but they are 
recommending you award the drilling of the first test site, which would be the ski slope site, which 
is owned by the Lake Wynonah Property Owners’ Association. The depth would be 400 feet. Brian 
Magazu said the PCMA should do a formal request letter (to perform Well Testing on LWPOA 
property) to the POA Board.  

Upon motion by Mike Flynn, seconded by Matt Gruber, and carried by all, the Board approved the 
Test Drilling Proposal for $15,046.00, from C.S. Garber, to drill a test Well on the ski slope area 
contingent on getting the Lake Wynonah Property Owners’ Association’s approval. 

Joe Zerbe said if the test comes back that it is a good test site what would the plan be between the 
POA and Plum Creek, would the POA transfer the property to Plum Creek. Brian Magazu said they 
would look at doing the same procedure that they have done for the previous lots that have the 
Wells on. Joe will draft a letter to the POA.  

2025 PA Small Water and Sewer Grant Applications 
• SSM is the process of preparing two (2) Local Share Account (LSA) Grant applications on 

PCMA’s behalf by the November 30th due date as follows: 
o A radio read meter MXU replacement project Grant is currently being prepared for the 

replacement of the MXUs and hand-held radios. 



  

2025 PA Small Water and Sewer Grant Applications (continued) 
o A water main replacement project Grant application is being prepared for the areas of 

Running Deer, Buck, Wynonah, Squaw and Stag Drives. Other options included 
additional areas of Wynonah Dr., Chuck Wagon, Crazy Horse Dr, Bearcat Cove, 
Teepee Drive, Lightfoot Drive, Papoose Drive and Buffalo Cove. 

Brian Magazu said since 1972 when the Lake Wynonah dam taking its first water there has been 
challenges with the dam and over the decades additional seepage points and other problems have 
occurred. We are asking that the boats be taken off earlier than we normally do because we are 
drawing Lake Wynonah down because of a soft spot found on the second bench of the dam. Brian 
said there is going to be changes. We will be changing the spillway, we will be changing the 
contour of the dam to meet the hundred-year flood requirements, we will be making changes to 
mitigate the seepage issue that we have found.  

Brian Magazu said there is sufficient support on the POA Board to help the PCMA try to see the 
106 holding tanks removed. If we think that is the kernel that Mr. Novatnak is using to force a 
central sewer system, it is in the best interest of the entire Lake Wynonah community to see those 
go away. Jack Brennan said that is not the whole issue, lots are overbuilt and have no alternative 
site for a new system and that is around the lake.  

Jamie Lorah (SSM) said she did not have the Resolutions for Grants prepared. This matter was 
tabled till next month.  

Upon motion by Mike Flynn, seconded by Matt Gruber, and carried by all, the Board approved 
Jamie Lorah (SSM) to prepare new tapping fee calculations at a cost not-to-exceed $1,500.00. 

Joe Zerbe said a general rule is a that a political subdivision cannot exercise eminent domain 
outside of its territory. There are exceptions and one exception would be if the political subdivision 
where the taking was to occur approved it by resolution. Joe said he is assuming if you were 
looking for land outside of the Lake Wynonah development it would still likely be in Wayne 
Township or South Manheim Township and the supervisors of Wayne or South Manheim would 
approve that taking. The taking means owner receives the fair market value. 

The Board reviewed a letter received from Lot 267 regarding June’s 2024 over-base usage. Jim 
Ridderhoff said at the July 15, 2025, meeting all issues had been resolved with the June’s readings 
and the matter was closed.  

Ryan Achenbach said at the meeting two weeks ago Dave Mengel brought it up that we have in 
our rules that we are allowed to not guarantee service to anybody at any given time. Ryan read the 
section that Dave was referring to:  
Paragraph – Section J, No. 57 – Service Not Guaranteed: Nothing in these Rules and Regulations, 
nor any contract, nor representation, verbal or written, of the Authority or any of its employees or 
agents shall be taken or construed in any manner to be or constitute a guarantee to furnish a given 
quantity of water through any service connection for domestic use, or for public or private fire 
protection, or for any other special purposes, but the Authority will at all times and under all 
conditions endeavor to maintain the efficiency of its service.  
Ryan said to him that means we can’t guarantee what quantity is going to be delivered. That has 
nothing to do with we can tell you that you are not allowed to have water.  

Ryan Achenbach said one thing we were talking about at the last public meeting (September’s 
meeting) was we obviously have an issue with water consumption and those people that are under 
the base rate and how should that be influenced in regard to how a water increase gets dispersed. 



  

Ryan Achenbach said Nancy (office) sent him the results (meter reads) of the last quarter and we 
currently sit just below forty percent (40%) of our customer base goes over the base amount of 
9,000 gallons every quarter. Ryan said he did reach out to another water authority who has a base 
rate of only 6,000 gallons per quarter and they were at thirty-eight percent (38%) of their user 
base. We have a much larger base usage allowance of 9,000 gallons but we have the same or 
higher over-usage. Ryan said his approach would be to try a direct an increase targeted to that 
consumer which is using the most and also at the same time if that is able to influence and curb 
down the water usage which will help us at the same time.  

Mike Flynn said looking at the over base usage - if we just made the rate equal to what the base 
rate is (base rate being $13.89 per 1,000 gallons, which is what $125 divided 9,000 comes to) the 
change in income would be $79,372.80. 

Joe Branca said PCMA, POA, and the townships need to get together quickly because something 
is going on with the dam and if that dam has to be deconstructed everything you are doing is going 
to be totally mute. Joe said Scott Novatnak has to answer to someone. 

Jack Brennan said he did ask Scott about it at a meeting (swapping land with Lake Wynonah 
POA), and he said you can do whatever you want but the dam has no concern on what PCMA is 
doing. Jack said Scott is a licensed engineer and has to sign the paperwork as a licensed engineer 
by following the rules and regulations presented to him.  

A property owner asked if there has been a septic failure on anyone’s lot. Ryan Achenbach said 
based on the sanitary survey that we did there was fourteen percent (14%) of the properties have 
suspected failures but were not determined failures. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said the Sewage 
Enforcement Officer (SEO) determines if a system fails, not the PCMA Board.  

Christian Walters Jr (property owner) said he knows in cities and in small boroughs they raised 
funds like bonds. Is there a way we could raise those funds and then the people whose properties 
can perc put them on their own septic system where they have to pay that money anyway. Mike 
Flynn said he looked into municipal bonds, and we could issue a municipal bond but that means 
that we have to pay for it with the rates. Ryan Achenbach said we are going to figure out who to 
ask that question to and find out legally what we can do as an authority.  

Sue Brotzman (lot 1471) said what is the booster station. Jamie Lorah (SSM) said the authority 
owns a little pump station up by the tank site that houses in it four pumps (2 lower flow pumps and 
2 higher flow pumps). These pumps run to boost the water from that location to upper elevations in 
the system to reach people that may not get water directly from the water distribution lines in the 
street. It is located near the storage tanks.  

Mike Flynn said recommends increasing overage rate to $13.89 per 1,000 gallons (over 9,000 
gallons) and increasing the Sewage $25 Administrative Fee to $40.00 per pump and that would 
bring in enough revenue to make the books balance. Ryan Achenbach said we should revisit the 
water rates every six months. Mike said if we raise the base rate to $126.00 per quarter that will 
bring that to the same price per 1,000 gallons as the $14.00 and would bring in an additional 
$5,000. Mike said increasing the Sewage Administrative Fee is because we needed an extra 
$20,000 over balancing the other numbers and the argument was that it should come from the 
sewage side because the septic tanks are being subsidized by the water rates.  

Upon motion by Mike Flynn, seconded by Ryan Achenbach, and carried by all, the Board approved 
the increase in the Base Rate Fee from $125.00 to $126.00 per quarter, the increase in the Over-



Base Usage Rate from $7.00 to $14.00 per 1,000 gallons (over 9,000 gallons) and the increase in 
the Sewage Administrative Fee from $25.00 to $40.00 per pump. The new rates will go into effect 
April 1, 2026. 

  

There being no further business, Matt Gruber motioned for adjournment, Mike Flynn seconded the 
motion, carried by all. Jim Ridderhoff adjourned the meeting at 8:07 p.m.  

Meeting minutes were taken, prepared, and submitted by Nancy Wesner. 

              


